Slow-acting antirheumatic drugs. Drug interactions of clinical significance.
The slow-acting antirheumatic drugs (SAARDs) are being used in an increasing proportion of patients with rheumatoid arthritis (RA). The potential toxicity of each drug is well recognised. Many patients with RA will be on other medications and the potential for adverse drug interactions with SAARDs is not so well publicised. There have, over the years, been numerous reports of possible drug interactions with SAARDs but few of these are clinically relevant. It is, however, vitally important that the physician is aware of a number of potentially life-threatening interactions, particularly those associated with methotrexate. The SAARDs are a very useful group of drugs for the treatment of RA and, by being aware of their potential toxicity and drug interactions, hopefully they can be used safely and effectively.